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About 275 volunteers participated in 
Neighborhood Beautification Day 2014 in 
southwest Detroit on Saturday, June 14.

The volunteers worked in teams at 
eleven sites – installing flower beds 
and community gardens, weeding and 
mulching, and clearing overgrown brush 
and debris.

The event was part of National 
NeighborWorks® America Week, in which 
more than 200 organizations across the 
country put on events to improve the 
physical appearance of their communities.

This was the eighth consecutive year for 
the annual event. Once again, it was truly 
a collaborative effort of organizations, 
businesses, community groups and 

individuals committed to community 
service and the continued revitalization 
of southwest Detroit.

We thank everyone who participated 
in Neighborhood Beautification Day 
2014. Your generosity of time, energy 
and resources is what makes this event 
such an inspirational and rewarding 
experience, and we hope to see you 
next year.

To see a photo essay (more than 100 
photos) of the event, please visit the 
Southwest Solutions Facebook page: 
www.facebook.com/southwestsolutions.

Southwest Solutions is one of four new 
“Impact Partners” in Reading Works — 
a partnership of community, education, 
business, media, civic and faith 
organizations dedicated to improving 
adult literacy in metro Detroit. 

Reading Works is led by the Detroit 
Free Press, which also include Focus: 
HOPE, St. Vincent and Sarah Fisher 
Center, and the Parkman Branch of 
the Detroit Public Library. There are 
now nine Impact Partners.

“Impact Partners serve more than 
2,100 adults annually, most living 
in poverty and isolation because of 
limited reading skills,” wrote Free 
Press publisher Paul Anger, who 
chairs the Reading Works board. 
They share best practices with each 
other. They have structured programs 
that measure progress for each 
learner and do outreach to keep 
learners on track.”

In addition to the Adult Learning 
Lab, Southwest Solutions operates 
the Wayne State University / 
Harris Literacy Program, which 
opened at the beginning of the 
year. Philanthropist Mort Harris, 
who provided a grant to implement 

the program, visited the site in mid-
May and spoke to students who just 
completed the inaugural 15-week term.

The Learning Lab and the WSU / Harris 
Literacy Program will both benefit 
from Reading Works partnership and 
augment its mission to improve the 
community one reader at a time. 

“By some estimates, nearly 1 in 3 adults 
in Michigan struggles to read beyond 
a sixth-grade level,” wrote Free Press 
education reporter Cassandra Spratling. 
“And if metro Detroit is to realize the 
full potential of its collective work force, 
tremendous strides in adult literacy 
must be made.”

Spratling profiled Eduardo Zamudio 
in her article about the new Impact 
Partners. Eduardo earned his GED last 
December after taking classes at the 
Learning Lab. As a result, he has been 
able to obtain a path to citizenship, 
better employment prospects, and the 
opportunity to enroll in college to study 
business administration.

“I feel like doors are opening for me,” 
Eduardo said in the article. “Now it’s 
on me to go and do what I want 
to do.”
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Both young men struggled in high 
school and neither expected to pursue 
higher education in the future. Years 
went by, and they found a sense 
of purpose through life experience, 
adversity and service. Each, in his own 
way, learned that a college degree is 
important to his ambition.

As recipients of the 2014 Southwest 
Solutions college scholarships, Hector 
Ochoa, 24, and Jose Franco, 26, 
will have the opportunity to fulfill the 
purpose that each now aspires 
to reach.

The scholarships are for $2,500 a year 
for up to four years, for a possible total 
value of $10,000. Both Hector and Jose 
will be starting at Henry Ford College in 
the fall. Without the scholarships, both 
say they would not have been able to 
attend full-time.

Since he graduated from Western 
Internationl High School in southwest 
Detroit in 2007, Jose has been a 
passionate advocate for undocumented 
Latinos, particularly young individuals, 
like himself, who came to the United 
States as children with their parents. 
Jose founded One Michigan, a 
volunteer organization that works 
to rally public and policy support for 
legal status and higher education 
opportunities for the undocumented.

Jose’s volunteer efforts have been 
all-consuming and have made a 
difference. After President Obama 
issued the Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals (DACA) executive 
order in 2012, Jose familiarized himself 
with the complicated DACA criteria and 
advised undocumented young people 
about applying so they could legally 
reside and work in the country. Jose, 
too, successfully applied through DACA 
and, for the first time in his life, does 
not have to worry about deportation.

At the age of two, Jose came to 
America from Mexico with his mother 
Ofelia. His father had passed away 

College scholarship recipients:
Jose Franco and Hector Ochoa
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when he was three months old. 
Because Ofelia had relatives in 
southwest Detroit, the family settled 
here. Ofelia did domestic and factory 
work to support the family.

Jose was a good student until high 
school, when he stressed about 
how his undocumented status 
would restrict his ability to achieve a 
college education and a professional 
occupation. His resignation sapped his 
motivation in class, and he became 
withdrawn and depressed. Jose failed 
more than a third of his classes in 
high school.

“My teachers and my friends would 
tell me that I could do so much better,” 
Jose said. “I would score high on 
standardized tests, but I felt that I had 
all this potential which I would never 
be able to use.”

Jose considered dropping out – until 
he learned about the DREAM Act, a 
legislative proposal that, if passed, 
could offer a path to citizenship. The 
possibility inspired Jose to finish high 
school and then embark on 
his activism.

“At One Michigan, I remember 
meeting with a young woman who was 
struggling in high school for the same 
reasons that I did,” Jose said. “I told 
her about others who have been able 
to go to college because of DACA. 
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Darriell Thornton plants flowers at 
the People’s Park site

Jose Franco

Mort Harris with students at the Wayne State University / Harris Literacy Program.



stands for: Partnership. 
Accountability. Training. 
Hope.

Deshonna came to the 
PATH program run by 
Southwest Solutions 
(SWS) in partnership 
with Development 
Centers (DC). The 
program started at the 
beginning of the year 
and the office is located 
in Redford on Plymouth 
Road. It serves 
individuals residing 
in the northwest 
Detroit area.

PATH is a results-
driven work-
participation program 
that aims to help clients 
attain greater self-
sufficiency. It involves 
a 21-day assessment 
period in which PATH 
case managers 
help clients identify 

challenges to employment and then 
connect clients to the resources and 
services they need to overcome the 
particular challenges. These may 
include childcare, transportation, 
literacy 
and other work-readiness issues. 
Clients must complete assignments 
given by case managers to address 
the challenges.

PATH staff work with clients to 
prepare resumes, develop job 
interview skills, and find employment 
opportunities that will reduce 
or eliminate the need for public 
assistance. Staff also connect clients 
to educational, vocational, job search 
and job-readiness opportunities that 
will help them be more successful in 
the job market.

“PATH uses an integrated services 
model to help clients increase their 
job prospects, earning potential and, 
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Deshonna Haynes, 22, is a single 
mother of one child in Detroit. Her 
seven-month-old son is why she 
cannot work as much as she would 
like at present, and also why she is 
determined to work as much as she 
can in the future.

“As my son grows up, I want him to 
look at me and always know that 
he has a hard-working mother who 
expects him to be a hard-working 
person, too,” Deshonna said.

To help make ends meet, Deshonna 
applied for cash assistance with 
the Michigan Department of Human 
Services (DHS) through the Family 
Independence Program. Like other 
applicants, to receive the cash 
assistance, Deshonna was referred 
to the local PATH program. PATH 

PATH: From welfare to work

She started to cry, and she asked if 
I was in college. Perhaps one day, I 
replied. She started college recently, and 
I am very happy for her.”

“For years I’ve been fighting for the right 
to attend college,” Jose wrote in his 
personal essay as part of his Southwest 
Solutions scholarship application. “Now 
I want to be one of those that benefits 
from all the hard work to make these 
changes happen. I lost focus in school 
at one point and it set me off track, but I 
promise that will not happen again.”

Jose is considering a career in teaching, 
but wants to remain open to other 
options as well. He is certain, however, 
that he will continue to live in southwest 
Detroit and continue his fight for 
immigration rights.

“I’m grateful for the opportunities I have 
in our country, and my dream is to help 
my mom feel secure, too,” said Jose. 
“She has worked hard and sacrificed so 
that I could have a better life.”

Like Jose, Hector Ochoa had given up 
on high school and was resigned to a 
life on the margins of society, though for 
different reasons.

Hector grew up in Los Angeles, raised 
by his mother after his father moved 

away when he was two. At 16, he 
became involved with alcohol, drugs 
and a group of peers that used threats 
and violence to get what they wanted. 
Hector dropped out of school. At 18, 
in a fit of drunken rage, he committed 
felony assault and was sentenced to a 
year in jail, of which he served 
three months.

After serving three months, Hector 
began working low-skill, manual jobs 
and hoped to earn enough to live 
independently. But he continued to 
commit acts of self-sabotage that 
violated his probation, resulting in 
repeated trips to jail.

“I had a job doing demolition and 
asbestos removal, and I even got my 
own apartment, but then a cop caught 
me smoking pot,” Hector said. “I pleaded 
with him not to take me in because I was 
getting my life together. Then he asked 
me if I believed in God. I said I did, and 
he said that was the reason he needed 
to do his duty. I didn’t understand what 
he meant by this until I finally changed 
my life for good.”

After this stint in jail, Hector was 
homeless for a few months. He was 
also aimless, and felt that he needed a 
change of environment to truly change 
his life. His father Cesar, who lives 
in southwest Detroit, invited Hector 
to move in with him, as long as he 
was willing to abide by strict rules. 
Hector agreed, and three years ago he 
arrived in the city.

In Detroit, Hector has come into his 
own. He has formed a set of spiritual, 

educational and community service 
expectations that he is determined 
to meet. Hector understood that he 
needed to obtain his high school 
degree. To test his own resolve, Hector 
decided to forego the GED route 
and earn an actual diploma instead. 
He enrolled at the Asher School in 
Southgate, while continuing to work 
full-time.

Hector completed the 14 classes he 
needed and compiled an excellent 
academic record. He joined the 
student council, participated in Asher’s 
charitable initiatives to help families 
in need, and volunteered in the 
community garden.

On June 13, Asher held its graduation. 
Before the presentation of diplomas, 
Teneshia Moore, representing the 
Southwest Solutions Community 
Scholarship Fund, made the surprise 
announcement that Hector had won 
one of the major scholarship awards. 
His steps were light and his smile was 
radiant as he took the stage. The award 
culminates a long journey, and opens 
the door to a promising endeavor.

Hector wants to be a scientist. In his 
scholarship application essay he wrote: 
“I hunger to learn why an element 
reacts so violently with another but 
creates a beautiful compound with 
different ones.”

Meeting Hector now, with his polite and 
gentle demeanor, it is hard to imagine 
the damage he once inflicted on himself 
and others. He has reacted beautifully 
to the new opportunity that came 
his way.

This is the second consecutive year 
that Southwest Solutions has offered 
college scholarships. In addition to 
the renewable scholarships won by 
Hector Ochoa and Jose Franco, one-
time grants of $1,000 were awarded to 
Hala Almansoop (Universal Academy) 
and Raquel Martinez  (Cesar Chavez 
Academy); and one-time $500 grants 
were awarded to Terrell Johnson 
(Western International High School) 
and Rita Ramirez (Melvindale 
High School).

GM Gala for veterans in need 
raises $250K

For the second consecutive year, 
General Motors presented a fundraising 
gala to benefit Piquette Square for 
Veterans. 

The elegant event drew more than 
800 attendees and raised more than 
$250,000. Piquette Square and the 
Stephen Siller Tunnel to Towers 
Foundation (based in New York City) 
shared equally in the proceeds.

The Gala took place on May 9 at the 

Deshonna Haynes at the PATH office

Batey, and GM’s Customer Care and 
Aftersales’ Veterans Affinity Group 
for all your efforts to put together 
this extraordinary event,” said John 
Van Camp, president of Southwest 
Solutions, at the Gala. “I also thank the 
other corporate sponsors and all the 
attendees for your support.”

Platinum sponsors ($10,000)
Atttentive Industries
Ernst & Young
Exxon Mobil
Leo Burnett Detroit
Menlo Worldwide Logistics
OEConnection
Suburban Collection Dealers

Gold sponsors ($5,000)
Brake Parts Inc.
F M Reps Distribution Inc
M5 Management Services, Inc.
Maritz Inc.
Masco Corporation
Morley Companies
PCE Systems

Silver sponsors ($2,500)
American Tire Distributors
BI Worldwide
BMK Solutions
Genessee Packaging
Hewlett Packard
PPG Industries Inc.
Raytheon Company
R.J. Conlin Marketing & Design
Snap-On Business Solutions
Universal Truckload Services
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September 11 – Veterans Park at Piquette Square 
Dedication, followed by 2014 Patriot Day Observance. 

To RSVP for this special and significant event, please visit http://bit.ly/VeteransParkOpening. 
The new Park will help veterans improve their wellbeing and will provide a gathering 

place where veterans, their families and the community can connect.

October 24 – 9th annual Solutions at Sunrise fundraising event.
For more information, contact Janette Rodriguez at 313.297.1372

MGM Grand Detroit. The program 
featured keynote speeches by 
Steve Hill, Vice President of GM 
U.S. Sales and Service, and Alan 
Batey, Executive Vice President and 
President of GM North America. 
Special Warfare Operator Chief 
(SEAL) Luke Fenner also spoke.

“On behalf of Southwest Solutions 
and the veterans at Piquette Square, 
I express my heartfelt gratitude to 
General Motors, Steve Hill, Alan 

Steve Hill, Vice President of GM U.S. Sales and Service, and Alan Batey, Executive 
Vice President and President of GM North America, speak at the Gala

ultimately, their chances of economic 
self-sufficiency,” said Kimberly 
Sutherland, manager of the SWS 
PATH program.

To qualify for cash assistance, 
PATH clients must meet certain 
requirements that are adjusted 
depending on whether the household 
is single-parent or two-parent and 
whether there are young children in 
the household. For a single mother 
with a child under six, like Deshonna, 
she must participate an average 
of 20 hours a week in at least one 
of the designated “core activities,” 
which include employment, on-the-job 
training, job search and job readiness 
assistance, community service, 
and more.

Deshonna worked with PATH job 
developer Candice Taylor to secure 
a job at a Meijer. She now works 20 
hours a week, so she can still devote 
time to care for her young son, and 
thus would qualify for continued 
cash assistance. However, she has 
made a calculated decision to decline 
the cash assistance at this time. 
Michigan law restricts an individual 
from collecting cash assistance for 
more than 48 months during her or 
his lifetime. 

Deshonna is in favor of this law. “I 
think it’s fair because you shouldn’t 
expect to get free money for as long 
as you want. You have to take steps 
to better yourself and be responsible, 
and that’s what PATH is really about.”

The DC/SWS PATH program, 
together with DC’s own PATH 
office, placed 107 participants into 
jobs in April and May. This total 
was the most by any PATH service 
provider in the Detroit Employment 
Solutions Corporation (DESC) 
network – and thus won the DESC 
PATH Employment Award for both 
consecutive months. DESC works 
with DHS to oversee the PATH 
programs in the Detroit area.

Hector Ochoa at the Asher School 
graduation

Teneshia Moore presents the 
scholarship certificate to Hector Ochoa 
at the Asher School graduation
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