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Dent: I was
‘treated
like a dog’

A Detroit man shown on
video being pummeled and
bloodied by police during an
Inkster traffic stop never
touched thebagof cocainehe’s
charged with possessing, his
lawyer said Wednesday.

Floyd Dent, 57, appeared in
Wayne County Circuit Court
on the felony drug charge and
a not-guilty plea was entered.
His lawyer, Greg Rohl, re-
quested additional video, im-
ages and documents he says
willprovehisclient is innocent
andavictimofpolicebrutality.
Rohl told a small crowd out-
side the courtroom that while
he already has the dashcam
videoof the incident,he’s seek-
ingDent’s bloodymugshot, his
booking video and video he
said shows officers celebrat-
ing after beating Dent. The
lawyer also seeks thenamesof
nine to11officers on the scene.

He said patrol car video
proves Dent never had the co-
caine alleged to have been in
the 2011 Cadillac when he was
pulled over shortly before 10
p.m. Jan. 28 near South River
Park Drive and Inkster Drive.

“There was no hit by the
(police) dog; no one found any-
thing,” Rohl said. “Then all the
sudden, you see theman reach
intohispocket.And then itwas

Inkster police lied
about drugs in traffic
stop, attorney says
By Robert Allen
Detroit Free Press

MANDI WRIGHT/DFP
Floyd Dent appeared in Wayne
County Circuit Court Wednesday.

See INKSTER, Page 3A
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For years, she was almost
invisible.

To the crowds of Detroit’s
Eastern Market, the dim,
stinking squalor of an unheat-
ed cinder-block warehouse
was no home. Yet, jammed

amid the boxes and packing
material; a bed, microwave
oven, 5-gallon bucket for a toi-
let and two small space heat-
ers that did almost nothing to
kill winter’s record chill.

It was all Lorene Vanzome-
ren had.

Vanzomeren, 57, struggled
withwhat counselors saidper-

plexes those who try to help
people like her. It’s the sur-
prisingly tough decision to

10 YEARS INWAREHOUSE ENDS

From Eastern Market
shed to warm home

ROMAIN BLANQUART/DETROIT FREE PRESS
Vanzomeren pets her cat Kee Kee in the storage cinder-block building in Shed 1 at Eastern Market in Detroit, her home for 10 years.

After cold decade in
a storage building,
woman is moved to
Midtown apartment

for fresh start

By Bill Laitner
Detroit Free Press

See LORENE, Page 7A

ROMAIN BLANQUART/DFP
Lorene Vanzomeren sits in her
apartment in Midtown Detroit.

SEE VIDEO OF
VANZOMEREN

Mom in freezer deaths
charged with murder 4A

Mitchelle
Blair of
Detroit is to
be arraigned
this morning.

It’s the sort of imageyou as-
sociate with a thriving urban
center: thousands of music
fans gathered in a spacious,

grassyparkunder thecitysky-
line.

That’s the colorful scene on
tap at Detroit’s West River-
front Park, a new 20-acre site
ownedandmanagedbytheDe-
troit RiverFront Conservancy.

Quietly opened last year after
a $5-million redevelopment,
the site is set to host several
major music events this sum-
mer — and is likely to become
familiar grounds for concert-
goers in years ahead.

Situated behind the down-
town post office, with the De-
troit skyline and Ambassador
Bridge as backdrops, the park
could become an important
new riverside player after

RISA BALAYEM
Kem performs at West Riverfront Park in August. His Mack & Third
festival was the first music event held at the new riverside site.

Riverfrontpark rocks
asnewconcertmagnet
Detroit site boasts great views, river breezes, acres of green grass
By Brian McCollum
Detroit Free Press Pop Music Writer

See RIVERFRONT, Page 9A

RONDON DERAILED
SORE SHOULDER PUTS RELIEVER’S
ROSTER SPOT AT RISK SPORTS, 6C
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vCOVER STORY
give up being homeless.

“You’d think people who’ve
been chronically homeless the
longest timewouldbe themost
interested in getting housed,
but there’s an apathy that sets
in,” said Dan Wood, a case-
worker who assisted Vanzo-
meren. Wood is with South-
west Solutions, a key agency
battling Detroit’s homeless
problem.

“They stop caring. We end
upwanting it almostmore than
they do,” he said.

But expertswhowork toad-
dress homelessness say na-
tional and local numbers ap-
pear to be trending downward
and attribute the decrease to a
change in the way social ser-
vice agencies approach find-
ing homes for homeless peo-
ple.

The chronically homeless
are defined as people who go
unhoused for a year or more
and who also have either men-
tal or physical disabilities.

Since the ebbing of the
Great Recession in 2008-12,
nonprofit groups and govern-
ment agencies have vowed to
find a home for every home-
less veteran by the end of this
year, and to end chronic home-
lessness by 2017, said Michael
Stoopswith theNational Coali-
tion for theHomeless inWash-
ington, D.C.

Although figures from the
latestnationwidePoint inTime
homeless count won’t be out
until mid-April, “it seems at
least in Detroit we’re expect-
ing to see lower numbers this
year,” said Tasha Gray, execu-
tive director of HAND — the
Homeless Action Network of
Detroit, which coordinates
homeless agencies in Detroit.
HANDpegs the homeless pop-
ulation in Detroit at 15,000 to
16,000, down nearly 20% from
2011.

With ramped-up bipartisan
commitments in Washington,
social workers are whittling
the nation’s homeless problem
down to some of its toughest
cases, trying to rehouse those
who often are stubbornly inde-
pendent,mentally ill and abus-
ing drugs or alcohol — the
hard-core chronically home-
less.

“Those people are harder to
find, harder to engage and
more difficult to serve,” said
MarcCraig, president of Troy-
based Community Housing
Network,whichmainly serves
Oakland County.

A story of survival
Vanzomeren was addicted

to heroin for decades, kicking
it, shesaid,byturningtobooze.

Her story is one of survival
through years of drug and al-
cohol abuse, harshwinters and
sporadic medical attention,
coupled with cajoling and as-
sistance from two men — An-
drew Lightbody andNick Pav-
lovics, the co-owners of East-
ern Market’s Shed 1, who shel-
tered her inside their
warehouse from the worst of
the elements. From the grip of
deathvisiteduponmanyofher
homeless friends, they tried to
find her a better life.

“As brutal as this lifestyle
is, she didn’t want to move,”
said Lightbody, 44, of Grosse
Pointe Park. He bought into
Shed 1’s retail business a year
ago. In warm weather, Shed 1
sells plants and yard art by lo-
cal artists, from a site in East-
ernMarket just north ofBert’s

Marketplace Jazz nightclub.
“Lorenecamewith thebusi-

ness,” Lightbody likes to quip,
with a wide grin. Sounding se-
rious, though, he added: “I
could see she’d been through a
lot, and I started to realize she
couldn’t keep living like this.”

Yet, Lorene told him she
wasgrateful to be there, inside
Shed 1’s cold gray walls, and
grateful that the other co-own-
er — Nick Pavlovics, 69, of
Royal Oak— let her stay after
he’d bought the business in
2008. .

“Icanhandle this.Tome, it’s
comfortable,” she said, before
unwinding thestoryofher life.

‘I’m lucky to be here’
Her maiden name was Lo-

rene Lee and she’d been ad-
dicted to heroin for much of
her life, starting in her 20s.
Her first husband “shot me
up,” so she could knowwhat he
was feeling, she said.

“I remember that first time.
He did me and I just nodded
off. It was called Mexican
Mud. Then I went to China
White, and thenDr. Kevorkian
and a lotmore after that. I was
on that stuff for 30 years.

“I quit when my grand-
daughter was born. All I could
think of was, ‘How’d your
grandma die? Oh, she OD’d on
heroin?’ I didn’t want that. I
wouldn’t quit for my daughter
but I quit for my granddaugh-
ter.” Yet, Vanzomeren has had
nocontactwith themforyears,
she said.

She exchanged one sub-
stance for another.

“I drink. I drink when I can
afford it. I’m not going to lie
about it. After I stopped using,
I tried to drink all the time.
And woo-ee, I drank ’til I
blacked out. That’s bad. You
don’t remember things. It was
like I would’ve been better
back on heroin.”

Despite her years of heroin
use, Vanzomeren has held of-
fice jobs and once cooked for
the Capuchin Soup Kitchen in
Detroit — an irony not lost on
her. And she managed to raise
her daughter while moving
from house to house on De-
troit’s far east side, she said.
After her second husband
died,she losthercook’s joband
bounced among a succession
of friends’ homes until a dozen
yearsago,whenshe foundher-
self on the streets of Detroit,
broke and addicted. She land-
ed in Eastern Market, amid a
subculture that literally be-
came cutthroat.

“Half of Eastern Market
was homeless back then. I’d
say about 30 of ’em, would all
sit around (together) and get
drunk.” Next, things took a
grisly turn.

“Theystartedkillingpeople
and putting ’em in the Dump-
ster. Now’s there’s only like
two of us left. ... Dawn’s dead.

Shewashangingaroundwith a
guy and I told her, stay away
from him. She said, ‘He’s OK
and I got my husband to pro-
tect me.’ But her husband left
her alone with that guy and he
stabbed her.

“Her husband — he died in
the hospital. One guy died in
thepark—passedout andnev-
er woke up. Slim, they found
his butt beaten to death and
frozen this year. I’m lucky to
be here.”

Detroit police could not
confirm that a string of homi-
cidesoccurred in theareaover
the past decade. A records
check requires exact locations
of crimes or the full names of
victims, a spokeswoman said.

Vanzomeren said she
feared for her life when she
first took refuge near Eastern
Market a dozen years ago, liv-
ing in an abandoned fire hall
just north of the market. The
cavernous hall was open to a
stream of street people and
ne’er-do-wells. The site is now
litteredwith trashandcovered
with graffitti. Remnants of old
sofas and other junk are scat-
tered about, charred, likely
kindling to keep other home-
less people warm over the
years.

That’swhenaformerowner
of Eastern Market’s Shed 1,
“before Nick,” was enduring
break-ins almost nightly.

“People were cutting the
fence and taking away pots,
flats of flowers, everything,”
she said. He offered Vanzome-
ren$10anight if she’d sleep in-
side his small warehouse and
act as quasi-security guard.

“I said sure. It was much
safer. You could lock the gate.
And then people began know-
ing I was here, and the break-
ins stopped.”

Suddenly, Shed 1 had a full-
time resident.

Window of hope opens
Night afternight,Vanzome-

ren returned to sleep inside
the unheated, unventilated lit-
tle warehouse. In winters, she
shoveled snow for Germack
Pistachio, to earn a few dol-
lars.Germack’s assistantman-
ager Grace Hooker has kind
words for her.

“Lorene’s a survivor all
right,” Hooker said.

In summers, she guarded
Shed 1 at night, opening the
gates for farmersmaking pre-
dawn deliveries, then holing
up inside the warehouse dur-
ing the day, the owners said.
Lucky for her, the business
changed hands. Pavlovics, a
retired DTE Energy supervi-

sor, bought into Shed 1’s retail
business and began trying to
help his non-paying tenant. By
then, she’d lived there for sev-
en years while frequently
abusing both heroin and alco-
hol, he said.

“She’d lookOKat night, and
then we’d come in the next
morning and she’d be messed
up,” unable to water plants
properly or even speak coher-
ently, Pavlovics recalled. He
started trying to get her health
care, “but it was a struggle
with Lorene to get her placed”
because she’d fail to keep ap-
pointments, then lie about it,
Pavlovics said.

“The street people really
need someone to keep pester-
ing them, again and again. We
were continually trying to get
Lorene out of the solitude and
away from the people she’d
beenwith”who soldherdrugs,
he said. Over the past year, af-
ter several of her best friends
wereslain, “Iused thoseexam-
ples to say, ‘Lorene, we care
for you—wedon’twant that to
happen to you,’ ” Pavlovics
said.

“I think that was the turn-
around. She started being
more alert,” more able to wait
on customers who buy the
yard art, plants and pots that
fill Shed 1’s space each sum-
mer; “and then, finally, when I
got to Steve and to his service
agency — that made a differ-
ence,” Pavlovics said.

By that, hemeant his neigh-
bor StevePalackdharry,who’d
lived across the street from
Pavlovics in Royal Oak for
nearly five years before they
met last fall.

“I said, ‘Whatdoyoudo?’He
said, ‘We try to help the home-
less.’ I said, ‘Very cool — been
looking for you for years,’ ”
Pavlovics recalled.

Palackdharry is communi-
cations director for Southwest
Solutions. Soon, the two were
talking about Vanzomeren.
Southwest Solutions is known
for having pioneered the
HousingFirstModel, amethod
now universally accepted as
thebestway to rehabilitate the
homeless — find housing for
new clients immediately, and
then worry about their other
problems such as substance
abuse and mental illness.

Last year, the National Alli-
ance to End Homelessness re-
ported that the Housing First
approach had led to a 17% de-
cline in homelessness nation-
wide since 2005.

“If you house them first,
thenyoucanmuchmoreeffec-
tively address their other
needs,” Palackdharry said. At
the same time, handing apart-
ment keys to a homeless per-
son brings down society’s
costs for homeless shelters,
frequent police runs, ambu-
lances and emergency room
care, which are all in constant
demand when people are
homeless, Palackdharry said.

With Southwest Solutions
involved, the two owners be-
gan concocting a plan: Their
employee could move into an
apartment building that Light-

body owns in Detroit’s Mid-
town, just amile fromEastern
Market. They’dmake other ar-
rangements for handling secu-
rityatShed1, andwelcomeher
back to work during the day.
She would ride her bike to
Eastern Market, or get an oc-
casional ride from Lightbody.

An early step toward mak-
ing that happen was getting
Vanzomeren to accept mental
health care. Last month, on a
makeshift table near her bed
that was piled with comfort-
ers, stood vials of drugs —
good drugs, she said.

“This one’s tohelpmesleep,
and this one’s for anxiety at-
tacks. Sometimes I’ll be with a
customer and I’ll have to say
excuse me and I just have to
get away. I start to throw up.”
Another pill is for depression
and yet another for hyperten-
sion.

“I’m supposed to take all
these but I don’t always,” she
admitted.

In themove, shewould take
only her microwave oven and
clothing. Lightbodywould buy
her a new TV, so her old one
was to be junked. She had no
mementos fromherpast—not
even tattered, aging photos of
a daughter and two grand-
daughters. At a time in her life
she did have those things.

“But I didn’t have no place
to go, so how could I take them
with me?” she said. Mostly, all
she’d takewerememories, riv-
en by years of drinking and
drug abuse.

Will she get treatment for
her alcoholism? “I might,” she
said.

Moving on
Many of the chronically

homeless may feel they don’t
deserveabetter life,mayeven
feel they should live in and
want discomfort, said Joe Tar-
della, executive director of
Southwest Counseling Solu-
tions, the treatment arm of
Southwest Solutions.

“Many, many of what are
called the chronic homeless—
they aren’t always ready to
move back indoors. They’re so
used to the lifestyle outside, or
in Lorene’s case roughing it in
that warehouse,” Tardella
said.

Ashespoke,downahallway
inside the modern offices of
Southwest Counseling Solu-
tions in Detroit’s Corktown
area, Vanzomerenwas signing
a lease. She sat with housing
compliance specialist Charis-
ma Robinson. Nearby stood
Lightbody, about to become
her landlord, again, but under
better circumstances. Rent
would be $648 a month, cov-
ered by a federal housing
voucher. Robinson turned to
the new apartment dweller,
whose face was blank.

“Lorene, you excited?” she
asked.

“Yeah,” said Vanzomeren.
“I’m excited for you. So,

you’ve got a cat?” Robinson
said.

“Yeah.”
“How old?” she asked.
“I don’t know. I’ve had her

for 10 years. Kee Kee,” Vanzo-
meren said, flashing a nearly
toothless grin.

“OK, Lorene, you need to
sign here,” Robinson said, and
the two bent over some forms.
Soon itwasdone—onpaper, at
least. Her social worker, Dan
Wood, looked across at his cli-
ent.

“So, Lorene, we’ll drive
over toyourplace inafewmin-
utes. We’ll be getting your fur-
niture delivered today,” he
said softly. She put her head in
her hands.

Robinson chimed in quick-
ly: “Now don’t cry because
then with me, the waterworks
will come out. We’ll hug. We’ll
hug this out.”

Wood asked a final ques-
tion: “Does she have any utili-
ties to pay?” The new apart-
ment dweller looked up. Her
landlord was ready with a
quip.

“Nope, that’s all taken care
of. We’re waiving the $50 fee
for the cat,” Lightbody said
with a smile.

Vanzomeren leaned back in
her chair and beamed.

Editor’snote:LoreneVanzo-
meren has moved. To see how
she is doing in her apartment,
watch the video. Go to
freep.com.

Contact Bill Laitner: 313-223-4485 or
blaitner@freepress.com

LORENE: Shed dweller moves into ownMidtown apartment
FROM PAGE 1A

ROMAIN BLANQUART/DETROIT FREE PRESS
Lorene Vanzomeren does a property inspection with her Southwest Solutions housing caseworker Dan Wood in her new apartment on Feb. 24 in
Midtown Detroit. For the past 10 years, Vanzomeren has been homeless living in a cinder-block building without heat.

ROMAIN BLANQUART/DETROIT FREE PRESS
Vanzomeren signs the lease to her new apartment in Midtown Detroit as
Andrew Lightbody looks on at the offices of Southwest Solutions in
Detroit on Feb. 24. Rent would be covered by a federal housing voucher.


