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GUEST BLOGGER: TINA ELLIS

The faces behind the foreclosures

BY TINA ELLIS • GUEST BLOGGER • MAY 4, 2009

Like almost all Detroit neighborhoods, southwest Detroit has been hard hit by the foreclosure crisis,

as statistics show. But statistics are just numbers on a page. Almost every day for the last year and a

half I have seen the faces of families going through foreclosure. And it’s heartbreaking.

From young families buying their first homes to

senior citizens who had owned their homes -- I

have seen thousands of cases at foreclosure fairs

in the Detroit area and at my office at the

Housing Opportunity Center (HOC) at

Southwest Solutions. So many have been

victims of predatory lending schemes. And each

one feels their world is falling apart.

I have been shocked by the predatory scams

that were used to lure people into adjustable

rate mortgages that started low and then

escalated into rates they couldn’t afford.

In southwest Detroit, I have worked with many

Hispanic families who were taken advantage of

because they didn’t understand the language of

the contracts they were pressured to sign. Some

of the clauses in these contracts were

outrageous. In many cases, people faced steep

penalties if they sought to refinance, even

though they were promised -- verbally -- when

they signed the mortgage that they would be

able to refinance before the interest rate climbed

too high.

We at the HOC have an excellent track record of

mitigating foreclosure by working with

borrowers and lenders to negotiate more

manageable terms and fees. Still, we are

frustrated in many cases by lenders who refused

to work constructively with the homeowners

and us.

It’s hard for me, as a foreclosure counselor, not to take these losses personally because I get to know

the people we serve pretty well and they’re often relying on me to help keep their homes. It’s the

successes that keep me going.

MORE FREEPOPINION GUEST BLOGGER BLOGS
Green jobs don't pay, they cost -- 4/22/09
Global warming -- 4/22/09
Better than cap-and-trade -- 4/22/09
Global warming fight requires many tactics -- 4/22/09
Debate on controls for greenhouse gases -- 4/20/09
FreepOpinion guest blogger blog index

Foreclosure counselor Tina Ellis

More blog headlines
Obama goes after tax shelters  (7)

 

1. Detroit pension trustees travel globe as funds lose
billions

2. Ex-U-M LB Larry Foote is up for grabs for Lions

3. Judge lets Chrysler pay suppliers, dealers

4. Chrysler workers and sellers to feel pinch

5. Meet the Red Wings: Hank, Mule and, of course, the
Swede

6. Bullpen likely to write tale who wins AL Central

7. Judge lets Chrysler borrow $4.5 billion

8. Steelers officially cut Larry Foote

9. Obama criticism shuts down conversation

10. Lions release RB Brian Calhoun

http://www.freep.com/section/nlettersubscribe
http://m.freep.com/
http://digitalfreepress.com/
http://www.freep.com/rss
http://www.marketplacedetroit.com/
http://freep.gannettonline.com/careerbuilder/
http://search.marketplacedetroit.com/sp?aff=1129&skin=500
http://www.shoplocal.com/detroit/home.aspx
http://www.detroitmedia.com/
http://www.marketplacedetroit.com/realestate/
http://www.cars.com/go/index.jsp?aff=freep
http://www.marketplacedetroit.com/realestate/apartments.php
http://www.freep.com/article/20090504/BLOG2506/90504078/1068/opinion/The+faces+behind+the+foreclosures#pluckcomments
javascript:NewWindow(600,800,'http://www.freep.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20090504/BLOG2506/90504078&template=printart');
http://www.freep.com/article/20090504/BLOG2506/90504078/1068/opinion/The+faces+behind+the+foreclosures#
javascript:void(0);
http://web.adblade.com/
http://web.adblade.com/?section=serve&action=click&appId=708&zid=49de3a31379f1&adId=4557&zoneId=14
http://web.adblade.com/?section=serve&action=click&appId=708&zid=49de3a31379f1&adId=4557&zoneId=14
http://web.adblade.com/?section=serve&action=click&appId=708&zid=49de3a31379f1&adId=4557&zoneId=14
http://web.adblade.com/?section=serve&action=click&appId=708&zid=49de3a31379f1&adId=4557&zoneId=14
http://web.adblade.com/?section=serve&action=click&appId=708&zid=49937d64125a1&adId=2740&zoneId=14
http://web.adblade.com/?section=serve&action=click&appId=708&zid=49937d64125a1&adId=2740&zoneId=14
http://web.adblade.com/?section=serve&action=click&appId=708&zid=49937d64125a1&adId=2740&zoneId=14
http://web.adblade.com/?section=serve&action=click&appId=708&zid=49937d64125a1&adId=2740&zoneId=14
http://web.adblade.com/?section=serve&action=click&appId=708&zid=49fb715ec77c1&adId=4843&zoneId=14
http://web.adblade.com/?section=serve&action=click&appId=708&zid=49fb715ec77c1&adId=4843&zoneId=14
http://web.adblade.com/?section=serve&action=click&appId=708&zid=49fb715ec77c1&adId=4843&zoneId=14
http://web.adblade.com/?section=serve&action=click&appId=708&zid=49fb715ec77c1&adId=4843&zoneId=14
http://web.adblade.com/?section=serve&action=click&appId=708&zid=496d24c5b2da9&adId=2552&zoneId=14
http://web.adblade.com/?section=serve&action=click&appId=708&zid=496d24c5b2da9&adId=2552&zoneId=14
http://web.adblade.com/?section=serve&action=click&appId=708&zid=496d24c5b2da9&adId=2552&zoneId=14
http://web.adblade.com/?section=serve&action=click&appId=708&zid=496d24c5b2da9&adId=2552&zoneId=14
http://web.adblade.com/?section=serve&action=click&appId=708&zid=49f0f81e770ad&adId=4737&zoneId=14
http://web.adblade.com/?section=serve&action=click&appId=708&zid=49f0f81e770ad&adId=4737&zoneId=14
http://web.adblade.com/?section=serve&action=click&appId=708&zid=49f0f81e770ad&adId=4737&zoneId=14
http://web.adblade.com/?section=serve&action=click&appId=708&zid=49f0f81e770ad&adId=4737&zoneId=14
http://www.freep.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?template=zoom&Site=C4&Date=20090504&Category=BLOG2506&ArtNo=90504078&Ref=AR&Profile=1068
https://ads.pulse360.com/signup/contact_information.html?refid=91041742
http://www.freep.com/
http://gannett.gcion.com/?adlink/5111/214906/0/13/AdId=50576;BnId=1;itime=532016664;
http://content.usatoday.com/dist/custom/gci/topicpage.aspx?cid=freep
http://www.freep.com/opinion
http://www.freep.com/news
http://www.freep.com/#siteindex
http://www.freep.com/features
http://www.freep.com/sports
http://www.freep.com/business
http://www.freep.com/entertainment
http://www.freep.com/obituaries
http://www.freep.com/travel
http://www.freep.com/home
http://www.freep.com/lottery
http://www.freep.com/aboutus
http://www.freep.com/weather
http://www.freep.com/subscribe
http://www.freep.com/photos
http://www.freep.com/contests
http://www.freep.com/#siteindex
http://www.freep.com/videos
http://www.freep.com/addyourphotos
javascript:GDN.Widget.Load('popup',%20'Registration',%20'gdn_Widgets%5B%22Reg%22%5D',%20((gdn_enable_reg_help)%20?%20540%20:%20350),%20500,%20'Z2RuX0FjdGlvbnNbIlJlZyJdID0gMTt3aW5kb3cuc2V0VGltZW91dCgiR0ROLlNldEZvY3VzKCdVQVdpZGdldC1SZWdpc3RyYXRpb24nKSIsIDUwMCk7');
javascript:GDN.Widget.Load('popup',%20'Login',%20'gdn_Widgets%5B%22Login%22%5D',%20350,%20175,%20'Z2RuX0FjdGlvbnNbIlJlZnJlc2giXSA9IDI7Z2RuX0FjdGlvbnNbIkxvZ2luIl0gPSAxO3dpbmRvdy5zZXRUaW1lb3V0KCJHRE4uU2V0Rm9jdXMoJ1VBV2lkZ2V0LUxvZ2luJykiLCA1MDApOw==');
javascript:NewWindow(200,200,'/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=socialbookmarkshelp');
http://www.freep.com/article/20090422/BLOG2506/90422104/1068/OPINION
http://www.freep.com/article/20090422/BLOG2506/90422066/1068/OPINION
http://www.freep.com/article/20090422/BLOG2506/90422064/1068/OPINION
http://www.freep.com/article/20090422/BLOG2506/90422061/1068/OPINION
http://www.freep.com/article/20090420/BLOG2506/90420070/1068/OPINION
http://www.freep.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=BLOG2506
http://www.freep.com/article/20090505/BLOG24/90504092/1068/opinion/Obama+goes+after+tax+shelters
http://www.freep.com/article/20090505/NEWS01/905050446/?imw=Y
http://www.freep.com/article/20090505/SPORTS01/905050318/?imw=Y
http://www.freep.com/article/20090505/BUSINESS01/905050336/?imw=Y
http://www.freep.com/article/20090505/BUSINESS01/905050335/?imw=Y
http://www.freep.com/article/20090505/SPORTS05/905050367/?imw=Y
http://www.freep.com/article/20090505/COL22/905050455/?imw=Y
http://www.freep.com/article/20090504/BUSINESS01/90504013/?imw=Y
http://www.freep.com/article/20090504/SPORTS01/90504076/?imw=Y
http://www.freep.com/article/20090503/COL28/905030325/?imw=Y
http://www.freep.com/article/20090504/SPORTS01/90504064/?imw=Y


5/5/09 10:06 AMThe faces behind the foreclosures | Freep.com | Detroit Free Press

Page 2 of 3http://www.freep.com/article/20090504/BLOG2506/90504078/1068/opinion/The+faces+behind+the+foreclosures#pluckcomments

In Your Voice | READ REACTIONS TO THIS STORY

ADS BY PULSE 360 Get Listed Here

Home
Photos
Videos
Add your photos
Lottery
Print edition
Contact us
Frequently
Asked Questions
Help

Local
Detroit
Wayne
Oakland
Macomb
Metro
Michigan
Election 2008
Driving & traffic
School closings
Columnists

Nation/World
Top stories
Lotteries
Election 2008
Nation/World
Business

Sports
Lions
Pistons
Red Wings
Tigers
U-M Wolverines
MSU Spartans
High School
Sports
Scores
Columnists
Shock
Outdoors
Olympics sports
Golf
Auto racing
Detroit Marathon

Entertainment
Search for
events
Things to do
Celebrities
Movies
Music
TV/Radio
Casinos
Theater/Arts
Dining
Video games
Metromix.com
Photos

Autos/Business
Auto news
Business news
Markets
Auto reviews
Technology
Detroit Auto
Show

Life
Travel
USA Today
Travel
Shopping
Relationships
Food
Pets
Health
Columnists
Technology
Twist

Opinion
Editorials
Blogs
Cartoons
Letters to the
Editor
Columnists
Forums

Obituaries
Death notices

Extras
Photos
Videos
Databases
Digital Free
Press
Forums
Lottery
Comics
Scores
Contests

I remember a single mother named Maria who had three small children and bought a home just a few

blocks from our office. When she signed her mortgage, she was told by the broker that her taxes and

insurance were included in her payment. Then, three years later, she got a notice that she was

delinquent on her property taxes and would be evicted unless she paid the large tax bill. Maria was a

waitress and worked two jobs to make ends meet. She wanted desperately to keep her home and not

return to an apartment, where she felt that the quality of life for her children would suffer.

I worked as hard as I could with the City of Detroit, the state attorney general’s office and Wells

Fargo (the bank that held the mortgage) to try to resolve the tax issue so that Maria and her kids

could stay in the home. Finally, the day before the sheriff''s sale, we reached a resolution. I was able to

prove that Maria had been the victim of a predatory loan, and Wells Fargo agreed to a modification so

that Maria did not have to pay the overdue tax bill. Maria and her kids are still in their home today.

Tina Ellis, a foreclosure counselor at Southwest Housing Solutions, is guest blogging this week on

what it’s like to be on the frontlines of the mortgage meltdown in metro Detroit. The agency has

offices throughout the metro area. For information, call 313-841-9641.

Next: Ellis describes the foreclosure fairs she attended recently at Ford Field and in Saginaw.
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