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Cockrel pledges to make Detroit a better place for its
youth

BY CECIL ANGEL • FREE PRESS STAFF WRITER • MAY 2, 2009

Detroit Mayor Ken Cockrel Jr. made the city's youth some promises Friday at a rally geared toward

giving Detroit's younger residents a voice.

Cockrel appeared at the Youth Voice forum put on by the Southwest

Detroit Youth Development Council and discussed issues such as

abandoned buildings, youth employment and public safety. Dave Bing

was to attend the event, but he had to cancel at the last minute,

organizers said.

Cockrel won a lot of points with the teens when he agreed to their

agenda.

He agreed to expedite the demolition of a list of abandoned buildings

near Detroit Public Schools in southwest Detroit by June 15.

He promised to allocate one-eighth of the jobs provided by an $11.4-

million youth employment grant to those living in southwest Detroit.

He also said he would schedule a meeting between Detroit Police Chief

James Barren and a delegation of Youth Voice members, principals and

parent association presidents by June 3.

Cockrel also said casino tax revenues  pledged for parks and recreation

would be used for that purpose and not to reduce the city's deficit.

They also asked Cockrel to sign a letter addressed to Detroit Public

Schools Emergency Financial Manager Robert Bobb, asking him to meet

with a delegation of Youth Voice members.

Cockrel said he would call Bobb on Monday about a meeting.

Contact CECIL ANGEL: 313-223-4531 or angel@freepress.com.

Mayor Ken Cockrel
Jr. made several
promises.

(RASHAUN
RUCKER/Detroit
Free Press)

Dave Bing had to
cancel his
appearance.
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